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QUESTION 1: 
 
On June 15, 2017, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority approved 
the purchase of 295 Forty Foot CNG Transit Buses.1 At any time, has SoCalGas lobbied the 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority regarding the metro bus fleet? 
 
 
RESPONSE 1: 
 
SoCalGas objects on the grounds that the term “lobbied” is not defined and is therefore vague 
and ambiguous.  To the extent that the phrase “lobbied” refers to activities generally excluded 
from “lobbying” definitions, such as appearing at public meetings, giving administrative 
testimony at a public hearing, or providing technical advice or information to an official, these 
activities were excluded from this response.  For instance, the FERC definition of lobbying 
excludes activities “directly related to public appearances before regulatory or other 
governmental bodies in connection with a utility’s existing or proposed operations.” See 18 
CFR 367.4264(b). The Los Angeles Metropolitan Authority excludes “administrative testimony” 
and appearances at “any MTA proceeding that is conducted as an open public hearing” and 
“providing technical advice or information pursuant to the request of an MTA official” as 
lobbying activity. See Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Information 
Manual for Lobbyist Registration and Reporting (January 2005).   
 
 
Subject to and without waiving its objection, SoCalGas responds as follows: 
 
Yes.   
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QUESTION 2: 
 
In 2016-2017, did SoCalGas employees appear at meetings of the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority to speak regarding Metro bus fleet procurement? 
 
 
RESPONSE 2: 
 
SoCalGas objects on the grounds that the terms “appear” and “speak,” as well as the term 
“lobbying” in Question 3 referring back to Question 2, are not defined, appear to conflate these 
terms as interchangeable, and are therefore vague and ambiguous.  To the extent that any of 
these phrases refers to activities generally excluded from “lobbying” definitions, such as 
appearing at public meetings, giving administrative testimony at a public hearing, or providing 
technical advice or information to an official, these activities were excluded from this response.  
For instance, the FERC definition of lobbying excludes activities “directly related to public 
appearances before regulatory or other governmental bodies in connection with a utility’s 
existing or proposed operations.” See 18 CFR 367.4264(b). The Los Angeles Metropolitan 
Authority excludes “administrative testimony” and appearances at “any MTA proceeding that is 
conducted as an open public hearing” and “providing technical advice or information pursuant 
to the request of an MTA official” as lobbying activity. See Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, Information Manual for Lobbyist Registration and Reporting (January 
2005).   
 
 
Subject to and without waiving its objection, SoCalGas responds as follows: 
 
Yes.   
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QUESTION 3: 
 
If the answer to question 2 is yes: 
 
a.  When did such lobbying occur? 
 
b.  What were SoCalGas’ recommendations to the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority? 
 
c.  Who authorized such lobbying? 
 
d.  Please state the name and title of each SoCalGas employee who was involved in such 

lobbying. 
 
e.  Did SoCalGas contract with any agent, consultant or firm to support its lobbying effort? 

If so, identify each such contractor/agent. 
 
f.  State the total costs that SoCalGas has incurred associated with lobbying the Los 

Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority regarding the Metro bus fleet. 
 
 
RESPONSE 3: 
 
SoCalGas objects on the grounds that the terms “appear” and “speak” in Question 2, as well 
as the term “lobbying” in Question 3 referring back to Question 2, are not defined, appear to 
conflate these terms as interchangeable, and are therefore vague and ambiguous.  To the 
extent that the phrase “lobbying” refers to activities generally excluded from “lobbying” 
definitions, such as appearing at public meetings, giving administrative testimony at a public 
hearing, or providing technical advice or information to an official, these activities were 
excluded from this response.  For instance, the FERC definition of lobbying excludes activities 
“directly related to public appearances before regulatory or other governmental bodies in 
connection with a utility’s existing or proposed operations.” See 18 CFR 367.4264(b). The Los 
Angeles Metropolitan Authority excludes “administrative testimony” and appearances at “any 
MTA proceeding that is conducted as an open public hearing” and “providing technical advice 
or information pursuant to the request of an MTA official” as lobbying activity. See Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Information Manual for Lobbyist Registration and 
Reporting (January 2005).   
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QUESTION 6: 
 
State how SoCalGas determined the appropriate account(s) in which to record the costs 
identified in question 3. 
 
 
RESPONSE 6: 
 
SoCalGas objects to this question as overbroad and unduly burdensome, as well as 
premature in litigating SoCaGas’ next GRC cycle. Subject to and without waiving its 
objection, SoCalGas responds as follows: 
 
The employees who attended the meetings are all salaried employees and their labor costs 
and expenses are recorded to ratepayer funded cost centers. As noted in the TY2019 GRC 
workpapers, not all costs recorded to the cost centers are requested for recovery from 
ratepayers. During the development of the GRC forecasts, it is sometimes necessary to remove 
incurred costs to further ensure that ratepayers are not funding activities that should be borne 
by shareholders.  
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QUESTION 7: 
 
Since 2016, did SoCalGas incur any costs associated with influencing public opinion on the 
type of buses the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority should procure 
to replace its aging fleet? 
 
 
RESPONSE 7: 
 
SoCalGas objects on the grounds that the phrase “influencing public opinion” is overbroad, 
vague and ambiguous. SoCalGas is unable to provide a response with any specificity without 
speculation.  SoCalGas would like to meet and confer to clarify what Cal Advocates means 
when it uses the phrase “influencing public opinion.”     
 
 
 
.  
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QUESTION 8: 
 
If the answer to question 7 is yes, please state the total cost incurred by year. 
 
 
RESPONSE 8: 
 
See response to Question 7.  SoCalGas objects on the grounds that the phrase “influencing 
public opinion” is overbroad, vague and ambiguous.  Without a definition of “influencing public 
opinion,” SoCalGas is unable to provide the total costs. SoCalGas would like to meet and 
confer to clarify what Cal Advocates means when it uses the phrase “influencing public 
opinion” and we will amend this response accordingly.      
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QUESTION 9: 
 
Please disaggregate the costs identified in question 8 into the following categories: 
 
a. Labor 
 
b. Travel, lodging, meals, and incidental travel expenses 
 
c. Consultant costs 
 
d. Other 
 
 
RESPONSE 9: 
 
See responses to Questions 7 and 8.  SoCalGas objects on the grounds that the phrase 
“influencing public opinion” is overbroad, vague and ambiguous.  Without a definition of 
“influencing public opinion,” SoCalGas is unable to provide the disaggregated costs. 
SoCalGas would like to meet and confer to clarify what Cal Advocates means when it uses 
the phrase “influencing public opinion” and we will amend this response accordingly.      
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QUESTION 10: 
 
Please identify each account to which any portion of the costs identified in question 8 were 
charged. 
 
a. State the account name and cost center number. 
 
b. State whether the account is ratepayer funded. 
 
c. State how much was charged to the account. 
 
 
RESPONSE 10: 
 
See responses to Questions 7 and 8.  SoCalGas objects on the grounds that the phrase 
“influencing public opinion” is overbroad, vague and ambiguous.  Without a definition of 
“influencing public opinion,” SoCalGas is unable to provide where the costs were charged. 
SoCalGas would like to meet and confer to clarify what Cal Advocates means when it uses 
the phrase “influencing public opinion” and we will amend this response accordingly.      
     
 
 




